MY   AFRICAN   NEIGHBOURS

it is generally done. I asked Soliman how he got his
wife.

He said: 'I met her on the road and gave her tobacco.
Shortly afterward she came into my hut and brought
"ugali" (porridge). I asked: "For whom is this ugali?"
She replied: "It is for you." I then asked her: "Why do
you bring me ugali?" She replied: "Because I want you
very much." I said: "But you have a husband already."
She replied: "No! my husband left me a long time ago." I
said: "This is surely a lie." She said: "It is not a lie: go
and ask my brother." I then went and asked her brother,
and he said: "She has told you the truth: her husband left
her a long rime ago." I then went to my own brother (his
eldest brother) and asked him if he had any objection to my
courting that woman. He said he had none, and so she
came to live with me.'

In due time, when the two came to the conclusion that
there existed no radical mcompatibtlite d'humeur^ the
preliminary arrangement became permanent.

What applies to the courting of grown-up women applies
in an equal degree to that of girls. Their freedom of
movement is absolute. They will go to a young fellow 'on
trial' without first informing their parents, until perhaps,
one day, the father asks casually: 'Where are you always
going, taking foodstuff with your'

The girl then replies: * I go to a young fellow whom I
like very much/

Then the swain, after having been informed by his
fiancee that the father is beginning to manifest curiosity,
will go to the latter and tell him that he wants his daughter;